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flippant jargon which then passed for wit, was not without
keenness and vigour. But his nature, at once ferocious and
ignoble, shows itself in every line that he penned.' As a
pamphleteer L'Estrange was nearly as productive as William
Prynne, and besides writing pamphlets translated Aesop3
Seneca's Morals, and Josephus.
1. 8. Milton's last Latin letters for the government were
written in May 1659 for the restored Long Parliament, but
he continued nominally Secretary for Foreign Tongues till
March or April 1660. (Masson, Life of Milton, v. 674.)
1. 12. 'His next removal was by the advice of those that
wished him well and had a concern for his preservation,
into a place of retirement and abscondence, till such time
as the current of affairs for the future should instruct him
what further course to take; it was a friend's house in
Bartholomew-Close, where he lived till the Act of Oblivion
came forth.' Phillips, p. xxxvii. (Masson, vi. 162.)
1. 17. Johnson himself omits to mention the place of
Milton's residence during the Commonwealth and Protec-
torate. Milton removed early in 1649 from his house in
High Holborn to lodgings at Spring Gardens, Charing
Cross, in order to be near the council. In November 1649
he was assigned lodgings at Whitehall, which seem to have
be'en situated at the Scotland Yard end of the old palace.
Phillips describes them as in Scotland Yard. In December
1651 he removed to what Phillips calls ca pretty garden-
house, in Petty France, in Westminster, next door to the
Lord Scudamore's and opening into St. James's Park,
(p. xxxiii.) There he lived till May 1660. This house was
in existence up to 1877, known then as 19 York Street,
Westminster. It was owned at the beginning of the present
century by Jeremy Bentham, who put up a tablet on it, with
the inscription * Sacred to Milton, Prince of Poets.' In 1811
William Hazlitt came to live there as Benthanvs tenant.
(Masson, iv. 419.)
1. 31. The king announced in his Declaration from Breda,
April 4, 1660, that he granted a free pardon to all his sub-
iects * excepting only such persons as shall hereafter be